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things first The children who state, " If a boy does
wrong it is always on his nerves and he cannot enjoy
himself the same/* are recognising spiritual laws ;
and these laws of the spirit which rule the whole man
can be understood, for they go right- to the very
heart, whence proceeds all sin, and where the gentle
stirrings of the grace of God awaken and restore to
consciousness and reinvigorate the life of the soul
that has been dead through sin. Writes one boy :
" God will punish him the same way as He punished
Adam and Eve, he will be separated from God. Sin
separates us from God." The wise schoolmaster
in this case had taught the story of the Garden of
Eden in the way this statement indicates : that it
was a story handed down from a hoary and very
distant past, and is recorded for us for the sake of
the great spiritual lesson the boy has enunciated and
also for that other great lesson that whenever sin
crept into the world it came as a result of man's
disobedience to God ; and that all sin whenever and
by whomsoever committed is similar disobedience
to God. But if the story is told without such
interpretation, the dominant impressions will be
made by the punishments of the driving out
of the two human beings from the garden, the
angels with the flaming swords, the cursing of the
ground, the thistles and the thorns, the sweat of
labour (involving an indignity in work which is
contrary to Christian teaching), and the final return
to the dust whence man sprang. All these things
are physical, and if the story is told as literal history
they obscure the moral and religious intent of the
narrative, which is its greatest value,,